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dormant- the brightest hope for humanity, not merely the possi-
bility but the inevitability of its salvation. In the continuous
process of development of the different forms of existence,
Nature has, it has been shown to us, successively and progressively
overcome in the higher forms the limitations to which the lower
forms had been subject. And so in the onward march of evolu-
tion, the limitations to which human life and consciousness are
now subject are to &e progressively and ultimately overcome.
A divine life is promised to man here on earth, not in a world
hereafter. The kingdom of Heaven on earth of which Christ
spoke two milleniums ago is now held out not merely as the
future hope but as the inevitable destiny of mankind. Sri Auro-
bindo has thus heralded the dawn of a new era of illumination
that is to come upon humanity.

Nevertheless, torn as we are for the present by communal,
national and international feuds, we may and do naturally
expect of the modern Messiah to give us such light as would
show us the way out of the hopeless mess that we have made of
our life. A precise principle, a definite line of action to tide
over the present crisis is what is immediately demanded. This
is not the time, many of us may and do think, to indulge in
metaphysical diatribes on the materialistic outlook on life and
its excessive pro-occupation with things temporal and imperma-
nent. We have now to reckon with forces that threaten to
destroy our very existence on earth. Not to the philosopher,
nor to the prophet, but to the general who can lead a victorious
army across the battlefield must we now turn as our possible
Saviour.

There is an element of truth in this line of thought, and we
may continue to think like this for some time in future ; but such
truth as is herein contained belongs to a lower level of conscious-
ness out of which humanity is now struggling to rise into a
higher level where it would no longer have any application. It
is time that we ponder deeply and more deeply and yet more
deeply on an old problem that has acquired such an immense
complexity as to present entirely new features. Our battlefields
have now extended so immeasurably beyond their original pro-
portions that the general to lead a victorious army across them
has made himself scarce. Everywhere, in every column from
the first to the fourth, there is lurking the fifth. Over against
the problem of the war-weary war-lord: how to win and what
peace terms to dictate to the vanquished, has been posed the
problem of the war-weary pacifist: how to yield and what^ peace
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